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Welcome Brandy Joy discussing Stono Plantation Foodways

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

STONO PLANTATION

For our April meeting, we had a very interesting field trip
to the Pon Pon Chapel of Ease near Walterboro. Dr. Sarah
Miller, who spoke to us on Pon Pon for our February
meeting, gave us a most informative tour. Carol Dembowski did all the coordination and organization for this
enjoyable trip. Thanks Carol!

The Plantation at Stono Ferry (Stono Plantation) is located near Hollywood, SC, on James Island 20 miles
south of historic downtown Charleston. Situated on an
oak studded bluff it boarders the Intracoastal Waterway
along the Stono River. The first owner of record of the
plantation property was James Beamer in 1682. He was
lost at sea in 1687 on a voyage to his homeland Barbados. His son, Jacob, continued to plant and farm the
plantation.

Our colleagues at the Santa Elena Foundation, the South
Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology, and
the Osher Institute co-hosted an excellent maritime archaeological conference on “Shipwrecks of America’s Lost
Century,” which was coordinated by our friend Jim
Spirek, the state Underwater Archaeologist. This symposium gave a comprehensive historical and archaeological
picture of seafaring and shipwrecks of Sixteenth Century
America, and was a truly world-class academic event.
Our May speaker will be Brandy Joy, who is doing her
doctoral dissertation research on foodways of emancipated James Islanders after the War of Succession. This is
particularly important research, as archaeological investigations can help us to get to the ground truth about this
complex era with its competing historical narratives. Welcome, Brandy!
The May meeting concludes our regular monthly
meetings until September, but we will continue to send
out information about field opportunities and other
things of archaeological interest in the meantime. I hope
all will have an interesting archaeological summer.

--Dave Gordon

MEETING DATES
The May meeting will be held on Saturday, May 11th,
starting at 1:00 PM in the Coastal Discovery Museum,
Discovery House.
The next meeting will be after the summer on September
14th.

The Revolutionary War Battle of Stono Ferry was
fought on 20 June 1779. The British and Hessian forces
were commanded by General Maitland and the American Patriots, General Moultrie. Of note, Hugh Jackson,
President Andrew Jackson`s older brother, was among
those killed.
During the Civil War the Confederates deployed a
coastal defense at Stono Ferry under the supervision of
General Robert E. Lee. The railroad line known as the
Charleston and Savannah Railroad Line ran through the
properties and was the main lifeline between those
cities.
Between the battles and historic events the plantation
raised various crops. The ferry crossing served area
plantations in need of transporting goods and crops.

Meeting Minutes – April 13, 2019
Instead of a regular monthly meeting at the Coastal Discovery Museum, 12 of our chapter members met at 11:00 a.m. at the
ruins of the Pon Pon Chapel of Ease near Jacksonboro, SC for a field trip.
We toured the historic site as well as the tomb site of Isaac Hayne at a nearby location. Our February guest lecturer, Dr. Sarah
Miller, Professor of History at USC Salkehatchie and historian of the Colleton County Historical and Preservation Society, led us
on the tours of these two sites. Sarah did a great job of educating us on the historical impact of the sites as well as the importance of preservation and conservation. Sarah shared her plans and ideas for additional preservation projects, both short
term and long term. A check from our chapter was presented to Sarah by our treasurer, Rita Kernan, as a thank you for sharing
her time and knowledge with us.
Business:
The treasurer will give us an update on our financial status at our May meeting.
Old Business:
none
New Business:
none
Meeting was adjourned around noon for lunch in Walterboro.

BRANDY JOY
Brandy Joy is a PhD candidate at the University of
South Carolina. She received her masters degree at
USC in 2016. Her undergraduate education was
completed at the University of Florida. She holds
two bachelors degrees. As a native of St. Augustine,
Florida, “The Nation `s Oldest City”, Brandy has always had an interest in history. Her PhD research
focuses on the history and archaeology of laborers
who worked on the Stono Plantation on James Island, SC. However, she has worked on archaeological projects all over the southeast. Her work at
Stono builds on more than 30 years of investigation
conducted by the staff of the Charleston Museum
and others.
Brandy`s presentation will be on “Freedom of Food:
The Effects of Emancipation of the Foodways of
James Islanders”.

ARCHAEOLOGY AROUND THE WORLD
Fifteen-Century Anchor Found Off Mexico`s
Gulf Coast Veracruz, Mexico – Mexico News reports that a fifteen- century anchor has been
found under 40 feet of water off the coast of
Veracruz. The anchor is thought to have come
from a ship in Spanish explorer Hernan Cortez
fleet. Cortez scuttled ten of his eleven ships in
1519 in order to quell a mutiny among his crew
members and force them to travel inland with
him.

Archaeology Magazine

.

Pon Pon Chapel of Ease – front view and remains of the back wall. The front wall was partially destroyed
when a tree fell during a hurricane. It has been reconstructed and braced but requires additional stabilization.

BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY
Dr. Matt Sanger will conduct another campaign this summer from June 8 – July 20. He will work Mitchelville and Skull Creek Shell Rings, and possibly Zion Cemetery and Sea Pines Shell Ring.
Housing is needed for 6 student archaeologists, preferably one large home. Please notify our president,
Dave Gordon, if anyone can accommodate the students.
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